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Headline:

RESONATOR

Subline:

The Pagode HD Master Reference is the fulfilment of a dream for Luis Fernandes and Bernd Brockhoff, the heads of Finite Elemente.

The quality demands at Finite Elemente from Bestwig, a town in the heart of Germany, have always been extremely high. Whether in their Pagode or Spider ranges: The designs have always been among the best available on the market. Nevertheless Fernandes and Brockhoff have never rested on their laurels and, with the assistance of Professor Dr. Borchert from the University of Applied Sciences in Dortmund, have developed a super equipment support called Pagode° HD Master Reference. Their goal was to create the best support on the market using a special "resonator technology".

Four T-shaped aluminium uprights, which are fixed to the base plate, "support" four solid Canadian maple shelves via lateral spike coupling. An integrated H-beam, which supports the outer frame, also serves as a support for the component shelves, which are coupled using spikes. The Pagode idea has always been based on this principle.

But this was not enough for Fernandes. During the development stage at the University of Applied Sciences in Dortmund, measuring resonance peaks were determined which produced different resonance frequencies depending on the supports height and size. For this reason the design includes four cylindrical stainless steel resonators of various lengths per shelf, which are intended to absorb and dissipate the specific resonance. Six resonator types are distributed in various combinations across the tensioning frame (220 Hz, 486 Hz, 512 Hz, 550 Hz) and base frame (670 Hz and 882 Hz). This might appear logical and simple in theory, but is highly complex in practice.

Irrespective of this the "large" Pagode enjoys a finishing quality that is simply excellent: both extremely stable and delicate at the same time.

The weight loading capacity of the individual levels has been increased in comparison with the predecessor model. Spacing and sizes can, of course, be varied to suit the individual user. The shelves can also be supplied in versions with 15 or even 52 centimetres extra width to accommodate large-sized turntables or TVs.

"My primary consideration was the musical balance. On the one hand the support should eliminate resonances, but on the other hand should not absorb any energy from the music", explained Fernandes. "Too much mass and absorbing material can quickly compress the sound and therefore limit the dynamics."

The listening test proved that this new support design is immune to such problems. The Master Reference was indeed a class above all of its competitors: unburdened and airy with amazingly true colouration. The self-evidence and musicality of the music tracks we listended to was a totally new experience even for us. A Linn Classic, for example, subjectively played music on the Pagode much more loudly than on the competitor stands.

Although it is hard to put into words, the Pagode HD Master Reference can be regarded as the best equipment support among this field of competitors. World-class!

FINITE ELEMENTE PAGODE HD

Outside dimensions: 71 x 59 cm

Warranty: 5 years

Distribution: Finite Elemente

Tel.: ++49  2904-4192

www.finite-elemente.de

The new Pagode Master Reference is quite simply a real surprise. Anyone still harbouring any doubts that an equipment support can have an effect on the sound should test this piece of audio furniture and be amazed. At its price this unit from Finite Elemente is certainly not cheap, but if you are aiming for high-end, then you will not be able to pass up this super support.

STEREO VERDICT

Value for money

***
VERY GOOD

Catchword

Spider range

The Spider range from Finite Elemente has no need for component shelving. The stand's lateral wooden struts support the hi-fi units on points.

Captions:

Clearly discernible: the four cylindrical resonators in the wooden frame of the Pagode

Master class: the Pagode HD Master Reference elicited amazing sound qualities from the test components
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SUMMARY
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In the STEREO audio room the five high-end supports were fighting for the highest grades. A tremendously difficult decision-making process was on the cards.

Can equipment supports have a sound? This question alone was the subject of heated discussion later. The fact is that the audio furniture units tested here reflect their intrinsic sound, wherever present, in the sound pattern of the reproduction. Glass shelving sounds somewhat transparent, wood sounds rounded and warm, whereas stone is hard and strict, etc, etc. Depending on the design these properties are noticed more or less. But this is really a question of the listener's personal preferences.

Even more important is the support’s capability to keep undesired energy away from the sound event. But the question is how do you differentiate the one from the other, and where is the reference level? Perhaps a freely suspended component?

In our listening tests we must restrict ourselves quite obviously to correct sound parameters such as dynamics, colour fidelity, structure, detail emphasis and spatiality. The listing below is based on these premises. At first glance it seems that it was a head-to-head race this time and the superlatives came one after the other. It is astonishing how these supports benefited our audio test tracks. At the forefront the Pagode HD Master Reference, which is admittedly very expensive, but was unbeatable as regards dynamics and sound staging. In addition it had an unbelievable lightness and transparency. The absorber-type supports, such as the Creaktiv or the Stone Stand, sound tighter and somewhat more contoured, but are not so free and open as the Pagode. An exception can be found in the Naim Fraim, which balances out all of these qualities to form a fantastic compromise, which is displayed in the highly neutral results overall.

As all of the tested equipment supports are modular kits, the price depends on the number of shelf levels ordered. The versions shown below and their prices are therefore arbitrary. This is the reason why Stereo has summarised the sound and finishing qualities in the form of a bar chart. This acknowledges the potential of the relative basic unit.

