AUDIO 12/2000 test review

On the right (t)rack

Eight racks priced between DM 800 and DM 2000

Racks are more than just furniture for hi-fi equipment. They also have a direct influence on the sound. AUDIO took a close look at eight racks to find out what is offered by models with and without shelves.

FINITE ELEMENTE Spider 90.5, around DM 1900

One of the most striking and unusual designs in the test is the Spider from Finite Elemente. The unrivalled functionality and flexibility completely dispenses with the need for shelves, which can cause resonance problems. The central structure of the Spider is formed by the cogged core segments in solid aluminium each fitted with four bolted beechwood struts (natural or anthracite). These "levels" are bolted together with the vertical uprights. The Spider grows in height by stacking the 30 centimetre long aluminium profiles, and additional levels can be inserted at 3 cm intervals.

The hi-fi units are fixed to the beechwood struts via R.C.I. (Resonance Controlling Interface) elastomer pads, whereby each elastomer pad can be slid into position to suit the dimensions of the hi-fi unit or even doubled in the case of heavy units. You can use a table to select the required surface area, the height and the number of levels for the rack. It is possible to have a total of 18 possible surface areas by varying the strut length and the arrangement. The enormous savings in material also allow even a large rack to be dispatched with a minimum of packaging. Finite Elemente also takes back the foamed packing material for recycling.

The complete raison d'être of the Spider's design principle comes to the fore during listening: As with no other model in the test, this rack was convincing with a wide and clear sound pattern with excellent vocal reproduction. The bass come over impressively and the music seemed present and tonally balanced. The Test Winner!

AUDIOGRAM

Finite Elemente

Spider 90.5

Practicality


very good

Finishing


excellent

Stability


excellent

+
excellent sound, easy assembly, absolute stability with low weight, expandable

· outside profiles are sharp-edged

Sound1 

Price/performance

excellent

1 based on IVAR shelving from IKEA.

The Winner is...

20,000 readers of STEREOPLAY magazine have chosen

the SPIDER as the best hi-fi rack system in the year 2000.

When will you choose the winner?

We are a member of the High End Society.

